Dorothy J. Koopmann

November 30, 1941 - July 29, 2021

Dorothy J. Koopmann, 79 year old resident of Little Falls, MN, passed away
on Thursday, July 29, 2021 at Central Minnesota Senior Care in Little Falls. A
Funeral Service will be held at 1 PM on Thursday, August 5, 2021 at Shelley
Funeral Chapel in Little Falls with a visitation one hour prior to the service.
Interment will be at the Minnesota State Veterans Cemetery north of Little
Falls.

To join in on Dorothy's funeral via livestream, please click the following link: htt
ps://my.gather.app/remember/dorothy-koopmann

Dorothy was born November 30, 1941 to Claudia and Gilbert Raschke and
was the second of three siblings. She was raised in St. Paul, MN and
graduated from Johnson High School in 1959. In her early adult life, she
worked as a stenographer for the Minnesota Department of Conservation,
where she met husband-to-be, Lester J. Koopmann (1926-2016) who she
married in September of 1963 and with whom she would raise two sons, John
(born in 1967) and Karl (born in 1975). Leaving St. Paul in the mid-1960s,
Dorothy and Lester would establish homes in Spring Lake Park, Detroit Lakes,
and then Moorhead, before settling in Little Falls.

From an early age, Dorothy was deeply involved in the performing arts, from
dance to theater to singing, but especially in instrumental music, on which she
was ultimately to build her professional career. While many who knew her well
will recall her spontaneously breaking into song, Dorothy's strongest passion



was playing the piano and organ, which became the centerpiece of her life's
work. This passion later led to the pursuit of a music degree at Concordia
College (Moorhead, MN) where she graduated in 1985 with highest honors.

The highlights of her career were her posts as organist at several churches
over the years, most recently, St. Peter's Lutheran in Randall, MN. She was
also very active as a piano accompanist in a wide variety of settings, including
with community, school, and church choirs across the state; stage/theater
productions; and with vocal and instrumental soloists. She devoted much of
her life to the mastery of this craft and to bringing her musical best to every
service and function. Another significant facet of her career was that of
educator, teaching private music lessons to countless students throughout her
life. In addition to all her musical endeavors, Dorothy was also a devoted wife
and mother. In her spare time, she was an avid gardener, loved the outdoors,
cared for her dogs, and enjoyed crafts, including needlework and canning
preserves from wild fruits. She will be remembered for the joy she brought to
those around her by her infectious youthful spirit, her generosity, reverence,
and devout Christian faith.

Dorothy is survived by her brother, Paul Raschke; sons, John and his wife,
Cindy, and Karl and his partner, Jennifer Foote-Thomas; granddaughters,
Sarah Adair and her husband Dylan, and Anna Koopmann; and great-
granddaughter, Rebel Jane Adair.

Dorothy was preceded in death by her husband, parents and brother, Gerald
Raschke.



Cemetery Details

Minnesota State Veterans Cemetery

15550 Highway 115
Little Falls, MN

Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 5. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (CT)

LeMieur Funeral Home of Little Falls
214 2nd Street SE
Little Falls, MN

Funeral Service

AUG 5. 1:00 PM (CT)

LeMieur Funeral Home of Little Falls
214 2nd Street SE
Little Falls, MN



Tribute Wall

Lemieur Funeral Homes created a Tribute Video in memory of
Dorothy J. Koopmann

Lemieur Funeral Homes - August 05, 2021 at 10:28 AM

Dorothy J. Koopmann

January 21, 2023 at 11:59 AM

September 3, 2021

John and Karl and family,

| was just looking at the DL-online paper when | ran across your
mother’s obit. We used to live in Detroit Lakes and | cared for you
Johnny. Your folks would go square dancing.

We lived down the road. The Mastin family.

| just wanted you to know that | have never forgotten your Mom's
generosity of lending me her bridal veil. And your Dad sang at my
wedding.

| was surprised to see this.

My deepest sympathy to you all.

Beverly Mastin Bell

BEVERLY A BELL - September 04, 2021 at 12:10 AM



Lemieur Funeral Homes - August 05, 2021 at 10:26 AM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Dorothy J. Koopmann.

August 04, 2021 at 10:17 AM

| always wondered where my (late in life) piano teacher moved to.
Over fourty years ago, | took lessons from Dorothy. She was so
patient and kind to me. | was married with two young children, and
one on the way. It was bad timing on my part to even attempt
lessons. She never made me feel bad for not finding the time to put
in on practice. It seems | was continously ill prepared. | have never
forgotten her kindness. Deepest sympathy to her family. Janis Olson
Detroit Lakes

Janis Olson - August 03, 2021 at 04:03 PM


https://www.lemieurfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lemieurfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

