Eugene "Gene" M. Pappenfus

June 13, 1922 - July 13, 2012

Gene was born June 13, 1922 in Sauk Rapids, Minnesota to the late Tony and
Sue (Backus) Pappenfus. The family moved to Little Falls in 1925 where
Gene attended elementary school at St. Aloysius and graduated from Little
Falls High School in 1940. He enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1943 and
served honorably in the European theater during World War Il, entering at
Normandy on D + 3. He returned home to marry his high school sweetheart
Margaret LaFond on Feb. 12, 1946 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Little
Falls and shared the next 66 years of their lives together. They raised three
children and countless black labs. Gene took the reigns of the family owned
business, Pap's Sport Shop, in 1947 until he retired in 1985. He was a
member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 3rd Degree Knights of Columbus, life
member and past commander of the American Legion, VFW, Little Falls
Exchange Club, serving as local club president and state president, co-
founder of the local Ducks Unlimited chapter and actively involved in many
other conservation organizations. One of his treasured memories was
sponsoring and playing on a championship city league softball team. Gene
and Margaret were recipients of the “Book of Golden Deeds” Award, attesting
to their commitment to the community. Gene was an active member of St.
Mary's Church in Little Falls. Dad enjoyed hunting, fishing, boating, camping,
cribbage and athletic events and he instilled in his children and grandchildren
a love and respect for the outdoors. Counted among his closest friends were
the group known as the 'Orr House Gang' and their friends and neighbors in



Texas where they spent the winters after they retired. Gene is survived by his
loving wife Margaret, son, Tom and wife, Ruth; daughters ,Paulette Pappenfus
and Mary Kistler, all of Little Falls, MN; grandchildren, Christopher Pappenfus
and wife, Allison ( Ryan, Brendan, Micah) of Mankato, MN, Merilea Osterlund
and husband, Joel (Jeremiah, Anna) of Mahtowa, MN, Jeremy Pappenfus and
wife, Jessie (Laelia) of Whitefish, MT, and Tasa Leikvoll-Heilman and
husband, Ryan (Roan) of Columbia Heights, MN. He will be dearly missed by
many friends and business acquaintances. Gene was preceeded in death by
his parents; and brother, Bob. Pallbearers will be Ryan Heilman, Joel
Osterlund, Bert Lapos, Stan Christienson, George Heroux, Dr. John Beaty,
Jack Peck and Steve Ethan.



Previous Events

Service

JUL 16. 10:30 AM (CT)

St. Mary's Catholic Church - Little Falls
305 4th Street SE
Little Falls, MN



Tribute Wall

Lemieur Funeral Homes created a Tribute Video in memory of
Eugene "Gene" M. Pappenfus

M JOURNEY

MEMBRANCE

Lemieur Funeral Homes - July 13, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Eugene "Gene" M. Pappenfus

January 21, 2023 at 11:59 AM
A great man is on his way to the Orr house in heaven. He will be
warmly greeted by those who loved him, my father included. Thanks
for many great memories Gene.##imported-begin##Scott

Anderson##timported-end##

July 16, 2012 at 12:30 AM



Dear Margaret & Family,

| read about Gene's passing in the St.Cloud paper, and my heart
goes out to ALL of you! Our family will always remember our dad
Jerry Callahan's trips to "The Orr House", & the summer he took our
family up to send a night there!Our trips to Paps Sport Shop, Toms
1st .22 which has been passed down to the grand & great grand
kids on their 10th BDs ,& of course the wonderful & funny stories,
Gene so graciously told at Dads75th BD & Mom & Dads 40thAnniv.
Gene was a very kind & gentle man, who we will always remember!
We will keep you in our thoughts and prayers.

Tom, Colleen, & Mary The children of Jerry & Nellie
Callahan##imported-begin##Colleen (Callahan) Harrist##timported-
end#i#

July 15,2012 at 02:12 PM



