
Joyce Gorka
March 3, 1947 - September 16, 2013

Joyce M. Gorka, 66 year old resident of Sobieski, MN passed away Monday,
September 16, 2013 at her home in Sobieski, MN, surrounded by her family.
Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:30 A.M. on Saturday, September
21, 2013 at St. Stanislaus Catholic Church in Sobieski, MN with Father Jimmy
Joseph officiating and Father Leo Moenkedick and Father Dick McGuire con-
celebrating. Burial will take place at St. Edward’s Parish Cemetery in Elmdale,
MN. Friends may call from 4-8 PM on Friday and from 9:30-10:30 AM on
Saturday at St. Stanislaus Catholic Church in Sobieski, MN. Parish Prayers
will be said at 6 P.M. on Friday. Funeral arrangements are with the Shelley
Funeral Chapel in Little Falls, MN. 

 

Joyce was born on March 3, 1947 in Flensburg, Minnesota to the late Charles
and Edith (Peterson) Goebel. She was united in marriage to John Gorka on
October 19, 1963 in Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church in Little Falls,
Minnesota. Joyce and John resided in Sobieski, Minnesota. She worked at the
Elmdale Creamery for several years. In 1976, John and Joyce together
bought the Swanville Locker, where they later started their well known Gorka
Catering Service with their famous fried chicken and BBQ turkey. In 1987,
they purchased Herbie’s Bar in Sobieski, where they also started their annual
Bear Ass Pig Feed. Joyce was always know for all of the cooking and catering
for the many weddings, parties, church bazaars and special gatherings. She
will be missed by many. Joyce will always be remembered as the most caring,



loving, wonderful woman in the world, who was never seen without a smile on
her face. 

 

Joyce is survived by her husband of 50 years, John Gorka; sons, Dan Gorka
of Sobieski, MN; James (Tammy) Gorka of Little Falls, MN; David (Missy)
Gorka of Burtrum, MN; and Jason (Cary Blechinger) Gorka of Little Falls, MN;
daughter, Donna (Jay Horstman) Lukasavitz of Montrose, MN; siblings, Edwin
(Mary Lou) Goebel of Richmond, MN; Eileen Rekowski of St. Cloud, MN;
Marcella (Tom) Haeney of St. Cloud, MN; James (Roberta) Goebel of
Mahtomedi, MN; LaVerne Schaefer of Little Falls, MN; and Paul Goebel of
Otsego, MN; brother-in-law, Jerry Yanta of Little Falls, MN; 8 grandchildren, 6
great-grandchildren, 4 step grandchildren and 1 step great-grandson. 

She is preceded in death by her parents, Charles and Edith; brother, Fred
Goebel; sister, Barbara Yanta; and her best friend and dog, Max. 

 

Honorary pallbearers will be Wyatt Gorka, Eric Rasmussen, Paige Landers,
Heather Rasmussen and Gabriel Mrosla. 

 Pallbearers will be Darrin Gorka, Josh Gorka, Alicia Reece, Samantha Gorka,
Kayla Gorka, and John Russell. 

 In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred.



Cemetery Details

St. Edward's Catholic Cemetery

Elmdale, MN

Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 20. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

St. Stanislaus Catholic Church - Sobieski
9406 Church Cir
Little Falls, MN 56345

Visitation

SEP 21. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (CT)

St. Stanislaus Catholic Church - Sobieski
9406 Church Cir
Little Falls, MN 56345

Service

SEP 21. 10:30 AM (CT)

St. Stanislaus Catholic Church - Sobieski
9406 Church Cir
Little Falls, MN 56345



Tribute Wall
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Lemieur Funeral Homes - September 16, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Lemieur Funeral Homes created a Tribute Video in memory of
Joyce Gorka

January 21, 2023 at 11:59 AM

Joyce Gorka

Ron and Janice Czech - September 23, 2013 at 01:48 PM

Ron And Janice Czech lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka

BRAD AND KIM HILMERSON - September 21, 2013 at 10:39 AM

BRAD AND KIM HILMERSON lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka
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Mike and Janel Poser and family - September 20, 2013 at 10:04 PM

Mike And Janel Poser And Family lit a candle
in memory of Joyce Gorka

Duane & Pat Lentz - September 20, 2013 at 04:24 PM

Duane & Pat Lentz lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

Shannon Kehrer - September 20, 2013 at 01:28 PM

Shannon Kehrer lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

SK
Shannon Kehrer - September 20, 2013 at 01:29 PM

I am so sorry for your loss. Joyce was an amazing person. You will all
be in my thought's and prayers.
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John Holig - September 20, 2013 at 01:02 PM

John Holig lit a candle in memory of Joyce
Gorka

John Holig - September 20, 2013 at 01:01 PM

Thoughts & Prayers go out to Johnny And his Family. Joyce was an
amazing women who went through quite a battle that she couldn't
have fought any harder than she did. Heaven gained a great angel.
RIP Joyce

Kevin and Cari Barker - September 20, 2013 at 07:30 AM

Kevin And Cari Barker lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka

Tina Oldakowski - September 19, 2013 at 08:19 PM

Tina Oldakowski lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka
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Tina Oldakowski - September 19, 2013 at 08:34 PM

My thoughts & prayers are with John and the family. Joyce will
definitely missed by many.

Jeff & DebTschida - September 19, 2013 at 07:22 PM

DearJohn &Family, 
 We are so sorry for your loss - please take comfort from knowing

that the community is grieving with you. 
  

Jeff & Deb Tschida

Jessi and Tucker Hedin - September 19, 2013 at 07:10 PM

Jessi And Tucker Hedin lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Cindy Hedin and Brian Zapzalka - September 19, 2013 at 07:09 PM

Cindy Hedin And Brian Zapzalka lit a candle
in memory of Joyce Gorka

Linda maciej-Morey - September 19, 2013 at 06:14 PM

Wonderful smile and the BEST Chicken ever!!
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Linda maciej-Morey - September 19, 2013 at 06:12 PM

Linda Maciej-Morey lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

MIKE & LOUISE FRANK - September 19, 2013 at 04:50 PM

MIKE & LOUISE FRANK lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Rich and Irene Allord - September 19, 2013 at 03:37 PM

Rich And Irene Allord lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka

Dori, Mitchell and Stephanie - September 19, 2013 at 03:15 PM

Dori, Mitchell And Stephanie lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka
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Shelli Struzyk - September 19, 2013 at 12:18 PM

Shelli Struzyk lit a candle in memory of Joyce
Gorka

Shelli
Struzyk

Shelli Struzyk - September 19, 2013 at 12:19 PM

God Bless Joyce! Thoughts and prayers to the entire Gorka family and
the MANY extended family and friends of yours and John's in Sobieski.
Bob & Shelli Struzyk

Kim Lekberg - September 19, 2013 at 10:51 AM

Kim Lekberg lit a candle in memory of Joyce
Gorka

Cheryl Burnet - September 19, 2013 at 10:29 AM

Cheryl Burnet lit a candle in memory of Joyce
Gorka
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Lenny & LeAnn Maciej - September 19, 2013 at 10:17 AM

Lenny & LeAnn Maciej lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka

Don and Carol Zarns - September 19, 2013 at 10:15 AM

Don And Carol Zarns lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka

Kathy Hennek - September 19, 2013 at 10:08 AM

Kathy Hennek lit a candle in memory of Joyce
Gorka

KH

Kathy Hennek - September 19, 2013 at 10:13 AM

Joyce definitely had a smile all the time. I pray that she left this Earth
with a smile again. Talking of a cook. Joyce was one. She could and
would beat out all the pros. Marvelous. We'll see ya day, Kisha (that's
what Joyce and Johnny always called me)
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Michelle Carll & Family - September 19, 2013 at 09:28 AM

Michelle Carll & Family lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka

David & Rachel Hubner - September 19, 2013 at 08:52 AM

David & Rachel Hubner lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Rachel - September 19, 2013 at 08:51 AM

Rachel lit a candle in memory of Joyce Gorka

F Company 134th BSB - September 19, 2013 at 07:36 AM

F Company 134th BSB purchased the America th
e Beautiful for the family of Joyce Gorka.

https://www.lemieurfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4181&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lemieurfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4181&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lemieurfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4181&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Janell Swanson - September 19, 2013 at 06:45 AM

Janell Swanson lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

Dennis Kurowski--Phyllis Kurowski - September 19, 2013 at 02:51 AM

Dennis Kurowski--Phyllis Kurowski lit a candle
in memory of Joyce Gorka

Jennifer Powell - September 19, 2013 at 01:59 AM

Jennifer Powell lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

amanda - September 19, 2013 at 12:14 AM

I have known Joyce and Johnny all my life, most of my family grew
up in Sobieski and Little Falls. We will never forget her, and her
family is definately in my family's thoughts and prayers. Joyce will
be greatly missed. 

 Love The Kurowski's and Schmolke's
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Jim and Carol Larson - September 18, 2013 at 10:31 PM

Jim And Carol Larson lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka

JL

Jim and Carol Larson - September 18, 2013 at 10:41 PM

Our deepest Sympathy goes out to John and the family.Joyce was a
wonderful Lady.She will be missed by many..Rest in Peace,Joyce...Jim
and Carol Larson and The Burnett families:Jim,Steve,Sheri,Teri and
Jeff..

Donna Kalis - September 18, 2013 at 09:50 PM

Thinking of you John & family at this time Joyce was a wonderful
person always smiling will be missed Donna & Al Kalis

Opatz Metals, Inc. & Employees - September 18, 2013 at 09:08 PM

Opatz Metals, Inc. & Employees lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka
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Sharon and Tim Bartkowitz - September 18, 2013 at 09:07 PM

Sharon And Tim Bartkowitz lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

SB
Sharon and Tim Bartkowitz - September 19, 2013 at 06:55 PM

Joyce will be dearly missed by all. Our deepest sympathy to the Gorka
family. May her memories live on in your hearts forever.

tammy gorka - September 18, 2013 at 08:35 PM

Joyce you were a fantastic woman and I'm going to miss you a lot
you made the kids and I feel so welcomed into the family when Jim
and I got married but that isn't surprising because you made
everyone around you happy and filled with love were going to miss
you rest in peace lovely lady

Jolaineah Waltman - September 18, 2013 at 08:23 PM

What a wonderful lady!! Thinking of the family.... 
Chad & Jolaineah Waltman

Lorraine Decket - September 18, 2013 at 08:22 PM

Our deepest sympathy John and family. Joyce was such a
wonderful person and everyone loved her. We will all miss her.
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Lorraine Decket - September 18, 2013 at 08:22 PM

Our deepest sympathy John and family. Joyce was such a
wonderful person and everyone loved her. We will all miss her.

Gary & Jordy Opatz - September 18, 2013 at 08:14 PM

Gary & Jordy Opatz lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

Lisa and Mike nelson - September 18, 2013 at 08:10 PM

Lisa And Mike Nelson lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka

RAY & JODI WIENER - September 18, 2013 at 07:43 PM

RAY & JODI WIENER lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka
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Lambert & Patty Hollermann Family - September 18, 2013 at 07:39 PM

Lambert & Patty Hollermann Family lit a
candle in memory of Joyce Gorka

Kenny & Janet Berge - September 18, 2013 at 06:48 PM

Kenny & Janet Berge lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka

Gerard & Pat Oldakowski - September 18, 2013 at 06:39 PM

Gerard & Pat Oldakowski lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Karen Luberts - September 18, 2013 at 06:24 PM

Karen Luberts lit a candle in memory of Joyce
Gorka
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Anita Chisholm - September 18, 2013 at 06:22 PM

Anita Chisholm lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

Shane and Katie Zarns - September 18, 2013 at 06:16 PM

Shane And Katie Zarns lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka

Steven and Donna Slettom - September 18, 2013 at 05:59 PM

Steven And Donna Slettom lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

James Eckman - September 18, 2013 at 05:56 PM

James Eckman lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka
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Mary Mrosla - September 18, 2013 at 05:01 PM

Mary Mrosla sent a virtual gift in memory of
Joyce Gorka

Mary Mrosla - September 18, 2013 at 05:02 PM

Gonna miss you Joyce. Tell Maxy Hello from us back here <3

Mike and Mary Heisick - September 18, 2013 at 04:27 PM

Mike And Mary Heisick lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka

Dinty & Pam Moore - September 18, 2013 at 04:11 PM

Dinty & Pam Moore lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka
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Cary Blechinger - September 18, 2013 at 03:44 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Chico and Lori Hellmann - September 18, 2013 at 03:38 PM

Chico And Lori Hellmann lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Christi Janorschke - September 18, 2013 at 02:35 PM

Christi Janorschke lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

CJ
Christi Janorschke - September 18, 2013 at 02:36 PM

I am so sorry for your loss ,your family is in my thoughts and prayers.
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Annette Lange - September 18, 2013 at 02:16 PM

Annette Lange lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

Rodney and Lynnie Bartkowicz - September 18, 2013 at 12:37 PM

Rodney And Lynnie Bartkowicz lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Jerry & Sylvia Wiczek - September 18, 2013 at 12:06 PM

Jerry & Sylvia Wiczek lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka

Greg and Mary Piekarski - September 18, 2013 at 11:28 AM

Today I made a big roaster of alushski...the
entire time I was making it I was thinking of
Joyce,,,our thoughts are with you as losing a
loved one can be very difficult to deal with,
you will always have her in your heart and
your memories...
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Tony & Annette Rekowski - September 18, 2013 at 10:52 AM

Tony & Annette Rekowski sent a virtual gift in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Todd Borgstrom - September 18, 2013 at 10:20 AM

I am so sorry to hear of Joyce's passing. May you all stay strong
during this difficult time. Joyce will certainly be greatly missed by all
who knew her. Gods strength and blessings to you all. 
Todd Borgstrom family

Laurie Venske Koll - September 18, 2013 at 09:53 AM

Laurie Venske Koll lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

Laurie Venske Koll - September 18, 2013 at 09:54 AM

we are so sorry for your great loss to the whole family, mike and laurie
koll
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Heather Luberts - September 18, 2013 at 09:49 AM

Heather Luberts lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

Bob and Nettie Okroi - September 18, 2013 at 08:45 AM

Bob And Nettie Okroi lit a candle in memory
of Joyce Gorka

DONNA&GEORGE WILLIAMS - September 18, 2013 at 08:21 AM

DONNA&GEORGE WILLIAMS lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Jeff and Deb Lukasavitz - September 18, 2013 at 08:02 AM

Jeff And Deb Lukasavitz lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka
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LARRY AND LISA WIELINSKI - September 18, 2013 at 06:48 AM

LARRY AND LISA WIELINSKI lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Melinda Spieker - September 18, 2013 at 01:09 AM

Melinda Spieker lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

Theresa Plakut - September 17, 2013 at 10:58 PM

Joyce was one very special lady. We shared many memories of
Elmdale and our younger years. She was always so helpful and
thoughtful to everyone she knew. Sobieski is suffering a great loss
at this time. I am sure she is shining in heaven. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the Gorka Family. 

  
With sympathy, Bob & Theresa Plakut

Nathan & Jessica Rekowski - September 17, 2013 at 10:42 PM

Nathan & Jessica Rekowski lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka
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Gregg & Leone Chirhart - September 17, 2013 at 09:58 PM

Gregg & Leone Chirhart lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Mary Olson - September 17, 2013 at 08:42 PM

Gorka Family -
  

Our deepest sympathy to all of you! We are so
sad that Joyce has left us however find comfort
in the many years of memories we have
shared. You know that she is in heaven
catching up with those who have gone before her. May she rest in
Peace!

  
Dean & Mary (Welinski) Olson

Kim Barnes - September 17, 2013 at 08:29 PM

Kim Barnes lit a candle in memory of Joyce
Gorka
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charlie and dianne ledbetter - September 17, 2013 at 07:38 PM

Charlie And Dianne Ledbetter lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Jeremy Czech and Amber Sassen - September 17, 2013 at 07:16 PM

Jeremy Czech And Amber Sassen lit a candle
in memory of Joyce Gorka

Michael Retka - September 17, 2013 at 06:57 PM

Michael Retka lit a candle in memory of Joyce
Gorka

Mark, Theresa & Nick Tillmann - September 17, 2013 at 06:56 PM

Mark, Theresa & Nick Tillmann lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka
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Dave and Cheryl Retka - September 17, 2013 at 06:52 PM

Dave And Cheryl Retka lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Gerald, Shelly and Cathy Tostenson - September 17, 2013 at 06:41 PM

Gerald, Shelly And Cathy Tostenson lit a
candle in memory of Joyce Gorka

Karen Piekarski - September 17, 2013 at 06:38 PM

Florence Piekarski & Family

Jamie and janis Kunkel - September 17, 2013 at 06:10 PM

Jamie And Janis Kunkel lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka



JZ

CK

JH

AJ

John and Tiffany Zellner - September 17, 2013 at 05:56 PM

To the Gorka family our deepest condolences.
your all in our thoughts. its especially hard to
loose someone like Joyce who is so loved by
everyone! her smiles and acts of kindness
have reached so many, and both john and I
feel blessed that she was there in our lifetime. we think of all you as
family, and will continue to keep you all close to our hearts.

Craig and Yvonne Kempenich - September 17, 2013 at 05:17 PM

Craig And Yvonne Kempenich lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Jay Bartkowicz & Missy Hedin - September 17, 2013 at 05:03 PM

Jay Bartkowicz & Missy Hedin lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Anthony Jacobson - September 17, 2013 at 04:50 PM

Anthony Jacobson lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka



RJ

AS

JF

CP

Rodney Hayes & Dawn Janssen - September 17, 2013 at 04:27 PM

Rodney Hayes & Dawn Janssen lit a candle
in memory of Joyce Gorka

Anne Skroch - September 17, 2013 at 04:04 PM

Anne Skroch lit a candle in memory of Joyce
Gorka

Jim and Phyllis-Scheerle Fox - September 17, 2013 at 03:50 PM

Jim And Phyllis-Scheerle Fox lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Chad & Amy Poppenhagen - September 17, 2013 at 03:37 PM

Chad & Amy Poppenhagen lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka
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STEVE AND BRENDA SMUDE - September 17, 2013 at 03:33 PM

STEVE AND BRENDA SMUDE lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Ken & Linda LeBlanc and Family - September 17, 2013 at 03:02 PM

Ken & Linda LeBlanc And Family lit a candle
in memory of Joyce Gorka

Fred&Judy Tabatt - September 17, 2013 at 02:55 PM

Fred&Judy Tabatt lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

Doug & Rita LeMieur - September 17, 2013 at 02:33 PM

Doug & Rita LeMieur lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka
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Karen Trutwin - September 17, 2013 at 02:01 PM

Jack and I would like to extend our sincere sympathy to the Gorka
family. Joyce will always hold a special place in our hearts. She was
an inspiration to us all in her courageous battle. May God give you
comfort during the days ahead. 

  
With sympathy, Jack & Karen Trutwin

Steve and Becky Fellbaum - September 17, 2013 at 12:50 PM

Steve And Becky Fellbaum lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Jay Brezinka - September 17, 2013 at 12:46 PM

To the Gorka Family: We are so sorry to hear about your loss! Joyce
was a person with so many talents, but more importantly she had a
heart of gold, always helping out, always a smile. I pray that God
comforts and gives your family peace as you go thru the grieving
process. The Brezinka Family..

Jeri & Larry Betts - September 17, 2013 at 12:45 PM

Jeri & Larry Betts lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka
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Jim and Lora Bartkowicz - September 17, 2013 at 12:37 PM

Jim And Lora Bartkowicz lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Roger & Michelle Schneider - September 17, 2013 at 11:57 AM

Roger & Michelle Schneider lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Kathryn Gessell - September 17, 2013 at 11:53 AM

Kathryn Gessell lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

Kenny & Roxi Lukasavitz - September 17, 2013 at 11:39 AM

Kenny & Roxi Lukasavitz lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka
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Chip & DelRae LeBlanc - September 17, 2013 at 11:03 AM

Chip & DelRae LeBlanc lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Gorka

Amy & Kurt Copa - September 17, 2013 at 10:28 AM

Amy & Kurt Copa lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Gorka

richard waddell and karen przybilla - September 17, 2013 at 10:09 AM

Richard Waddell And Karen Przybilla lit a
candle in memory of Joyce Gorka

Michael Retka - September 17, 2013 at 07:37 AM

Michael Retka lit a candle in memory of Joyce
Gorka
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Tami Kruzel - September 16, 2013 at 11:15 PM

Randy and I would like to send our sympathies to the Gorka Family
and the community of Sobieski!!! Joyce was a blessing to so many
lives... Tami & Randy Kruzel

KK
KAREN KUCHINSKI - February 07, 2014 at 11:20 PM

SO SORRY TO HEAR ABOUT JOYCE,KAREN KUCHINSKI


