Joycelyn Marie Shingobe

January 4, 1952 - January 25, 2021

Biidwewekwe, Joycelyn Marie Shingobe, 69-year-old resident of Garrison, MN
passed away on January 25, 2021 at the Saint Cloud Hospital in Saint Cloud,
MN. A Funeral Ceremony will be held at 10 AM on Friday, January 29, 2021 at
the District 1 Community Center on the Mille Lacs Reservation with Obizaan
officiating. Visitation will begin at 6 PM on Thursday, January 28, 2021 at the
District 1 Community Center on the Mille Lacs Reservation. Interment will be
in Woodland Burial Grounds.

Biidwewekwe, Joycelyn Marie Shingobe, was born on January 4, 1952, in
Cloquet, Minnesota, to Joseph and Susan (Mitchell) Shingobe. She received
her associate degree at Brainerd Community College and a bachelor’s degree
in American Indian Studies from Metropolitan State University. She later
received her Master’s in Tribal Administration & Governance (MTAG) from the
University of Minnesota-Duluth. Biidwewikwe was a skilled orator and
preservationist of Ojibwe history and culture, with an emphasis on The Mille
Lacs Band history, past, present, and future. A skilled craftswoman, she
remembers her time spent with her Grandmother, Jenny Mitchell, and Cecilia
Dorr as the inspiration and beginnings for her continued artistry and further
contributions to her fellow Anishinaabeg. Biidwewikwe began her career in
education working for Head Start, and throughout her professional career, she
remained a champion for education for young and old. Eventually, she was
appointed the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Commissioner of Education, where
she oversaw the band’s educational programs and services. A true leader in



her community Joycelyn always advocated for education from Early Head
Start to Higher Education and donated to various charities. She was Mide and
a drumkeeper. She made moccasins for all kinds of ceremonies, even shared
her talent with those willing to learn. Joycelyn enjoyed beading, quilting and
proudly assisted her son Jourdaine with traditional harvesting such as ricing
and maple sapping. She liked to spend her time reading, attending various
ceremonies, being with family, and keeping up with the WWE on TV. Joycelyn
loved to celebrate birthdays and holidays with family by going all-out with food
and creating a memorable feast for everyone. She loved the birds and made
sure she always hard birdseed to fill up her bird feeders around her house and
caring for her cats.

Biidwewekwe is survived by her mother, Susan M. Shingobe; sons, John
Benjamin and Jourdaine Wedll; daughters, LeAnn (Mark Solis) Benjamin and
Lorelei (Ernest) Boyd; grandchildren, Heather, Amber, and Joseph; great-
granddaughter, Nyah; brother, Kelvin Shingobe Sr.; sister, Charlene Shingobe;
and many loving relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her father, Joseph Shingobe; brother, Kenneth
Mitchell Sr.; grandparents, Sam and Jenny Mitchell; and special nieces, Kelly
Mitchell and Justine Shingobe.



Cemetery Details

Woodland Burial Grounds

43408 Oodena Dr
Onamia, MN 56359

Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 28. 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM (CT)

Baadwewidang Community Center
45300 Virgo Rd
Onamia, MN 56359

Funeral Ceremony

JAN 29. 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Baadwewidang Community Center
45300 Virgo Rd
Onamia, MN 56359



Tribute Wall

Joycelyn Marie Shingobe

January 21, 2023 at 11:59 AM

Biidwewekwe was a mentor, friend, & hero to many Anishinaabe. A
strong, proud, educated, Anishinabe woman. | was proud when she
introduced me as a friend of hers, as well as a fellow Mille Lacs
Band member when we were at a conference in the southwest
together about 10 years ago.

She helped me when | was going through the same type of surgery
she had gone through a year before. She gave me the confidence
to go through it, even though it would be painful.

My heatrtfelt condolences go out to her mother, Susan, LeAnn,
Lorelei, John, Jourdain, Amber, Heather, Joseph & little Nyah.
Biidwewekwe is a great loss to Anishinabe Education and an even
greater loss to the Anishinabe community. My thoughts and prayers
to all the Biidwewekwe touched and to those who never got the
chance to know her and learn from her.

Journey well to the Land of Everlasting Happiness Biidwewekwe
Gigawaabamin Miinawaa

Anishinabe - January 28, 2021 at 05:53 PM

Miigwetch. My mother touched many in so many ways. She will be
missed by many. | still can’t believe she is gone and | will miss her
tremendously. Thank you for your kind words and we will all do our
best to live each day without her.

Lorelei Benjamin

Lorelei Benjamin - January 30, 2021 at 07:08 PM



My condolences to the family. Hugs and
prayers.

Deanna Bullchild - January 27, 2021 at 05:12 PM



